
Radiography and Radio-Therapeutics. By Robert Knox, M.D.,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Consulting Radiologist, Great Northern Central
Hospital, London. Part II: Radio-Therapeutics. Cloth. Price, $6.50.
Pp. 606, with 115 illustrations. New York: The Macmillan Company,
1918.

This volume is devoted to both roentgen and radium therapy.
The action of radiations on normal and pathologic tissues is
dwelt on at some length. The roentgen armamentarium suit-
able for therapeutic use is described, as are also the methods
of protection for patient and operator, the means used to
estimate dosage, and the use of filters. Rather scant mention
is made of the Coolidge tube\p=m-\notat all commensurate with
its importance and value in modern roentgen therapy. The
chapters devoted to the various conditions suitable for treat-
ment and the technic employed are also rather condensed.
The physics of radium is dwelt on in detail by C. E. S.
Phillips. The practical application of radium to disease,
including the various methods of using it, the dosage and the
conditions amenable to its action, is thoroughly covered. A
chapter on the combined use of radium and roentgen rays in
the treatment of malignant disease gives some relative values
of the two agents in different conditions. The equipment of
a radiotherapeutic department to meet the needs of military
practice is described, as are also the types of cases encoun¬
tered in such practice. In a chapter on the value of radia¬
tions in plastic surgery of the face and jaws, by Percival P.
Cole, special attention is called to the value of the depilating
effects of radiation when flaps from hairy parts are use to
cover defects in nonhairy parts, and tc the softening effects
in old scars and keloids developing in such scars.

Clinical Disorders of the Heart Beat. A Handbook for Practi-
tioners and Students. By Thomas Lewis, M.D., F.R.S., D.Sc., Physi-
cian of the Staff of the Medical Research Committee. Fourth edition.
Cloth. Price, $2.25. Pp. 120, with illustrations. New York: Paul
B. Hoeber, 1918.

This is essentially a reprint of the third edition, yet new
facts are added here and there in a few words or a short para-
graph, or some modification of statement is made so that it
may justly be stated that there has been a careful revi-
sion. The worth of the volume has been many times declared
by teachers and reviewers, and is plainly attested by the
demand for the fourth edition. Not the least valuable feature
is the preface, which clearly sets forth the debt owed by
cardiology to the electrocardiograph and polygraph, but which
also points out the fact that without these instruments of pre-
cision the general practitioner, by understanding the processes
underlying cardiac irregularities, may recognize and intelli-
gently treat these otherwise puzzling conditions.

Farmers' Clean Milk Book. By Charles Edward North, M.D.,Director, North Public Health Bureau, New York City. Cloth. Price,
$1.00 net. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1918.

This little book is intended primarily for the use and
instruction of the progressive farmer. It is fully illustrated
with photographs, and will doubtless be of material service
in furthering the production of sanitary milk. Chapter 12,
entitled "The Dairy Man More Important than the Dairy,"
describes a striking instance of the production of milk with a
low bacterial count by simply shifting milkers from one
farm to another. The book will be appreciated by all inter-
ested in the production of clean milk.

Elements of Hygiene and Public Health. For the Use of Medical
Students and Practitioners. By Rai Bahadur Jaising P. Modi, L.R.C.P.
& S., L.F.P.S., Lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence, Hygiene, Chemistryand Physics, Agra Medical School. With an Introduction by Lieut.\x=req-\
Col. E. J. O'Meara, F.R.C.S., D.P.H., I.M.S., Principal, Agra Medical
School. Cloth. Price 4 rupees net. Pp. 337, with 69 illustrations.
Calcutta: Butterworth & Co., 1918.

This book is written with special reference to conditions
existing in India and the East. It is intensely practical, and
the numerous "shoulds" and "should nots" make evident the
class of reader for whom it is intended. The directions
given for furthering sanitation and preventing disease are,

on the whole, clear and sensible. The book contains an
important chapter on village sanitation and one on fairs,
famine camps and poorhouses, both of which deal in detail
with the peculiar conditions in India. Altogether, the book
ought to be of great service to those directly concerned with
Asiatic conditions of life. The paper used in the book
deserves special mention; it is so thin that much valuable
material is included in a relatively small bulk, and yet suf-
ficiently opaque as to make it easy to read. The book is
printed in India, and evidently this is true "Indian" paper.

Medicolegal

Automobilist Liable on Verbal Promise to Pay for
Care of Injured Boy

(Banfield v. Davidson (Texas), 201 S. W. R. 442)

The Court of Civil Appeals of Texas affirms a judgment
in favor of Plaintiff Davidson for $291.45, the amount sued
for, for the care and treatment at his hospital of a boy, named
Johnny Van, who was injured and brought there by defend¬
ant Banfield. The court thinks there was sufficient evidence
to support a finding by the jury that the defendant negligently
ran his automobile against the boy, who was at the time riding
a bicycle, and that by such negligent act the boy's leg was
broken, and other injuries inflicted on his body; that the
boy was immediately taken by the defendant to the plain¬tiff's hospital, and that on reaching the hospital the defendant
told the plaintiff to take the boy into his hospital and give
him all necessary attention, and to try to save his life,
and that the defendant would pay the plaintiff for such
services, etc. ; that the plaintiff did take the boy into his
hospital on such request of the defendant, and did give him
all necessary medical treatment and hospital accommodations
and attention, as requested by the defendant, for about six
weeks, and that such medical services, etc., were reasonably
worth $291.45.

The defendant denied making any such promise, either
expressly or by implication, and said further that if he did
make such promise the same was verbal only and not in
writing, and that as the sum due the plaintiff was the debt of
Johnny Van, and not the debt of the defendant, the defendant
could not be held liable therefor, and he specially pleadedthe statute of frauds, which provides that no person shall be
held liable for the debt, default or miscarriage of another,unless such person shall by some agreement or memorandumin writing, signed by the promisor or by some person by himauthorized, promise to pay such debt, default or miscarriageof the other. But the court holds that the agreement to paythe plaintiff for his services was an original undertakingof the defendant. There was no contention by either partythat it was alleged in the pleadings of either party or shownby the evidence that medical services or hospital accommoda¬tions given to Johnny Van were first performed, and there¬after a promise was made by the defendant to pay the reason¬
able value for such services, etc. There was no evidencecalling for a charge on the statute of frauds. The causeof action alleged and proved was not within the statute offrauds.

The trial court gave the jury the following special chargesrequested by the plaintiff:
 promise to pay for services rendered to a third person at thepromisor's request is an original undertaking, not within the statute offrauds. Therefore, if you "find from the evidence in this case thatdefendant promised to pay plaintiff for the services rendered JohnnyVan, if any, by plaintiff, and that such services were rendered saidJohnny Van at the request of defendant, then such promise need notbe in writing, and defendant would be liable to pay for the reasonablevalue of such services, and if you so find by a preponderance of the

evidence, you will find for the plaintiff in such amount as you mayfind the reasonable value of such services.
Where one does for another that which the other is legally obligatedto do, the law not only implies a previous request that the thingshould be done, but a promise to compensate. Therefore, if you find in

this case that defendant was driving his car at a reckless and
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